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The ACRA‟s 
Championship Regatta 
was the last event of our 
season. As a novice, I had 
never been to this regatta, 
but it was the first time for 
us all: UChicago had 
never participated in 
ACRA‟s before. While 
each of our four boats 
approached this event 
with as much respect, 
focus, and ferocity as we 
did with Dad Vail‟s, none 
could have wanted to do 
well more than my boat, 
the Varsity Men‟s 
Lightweight 8+.   

 
This was the first year that 
a “Light 8” had been given 
the chance to compete at 

ACRAõs Championship 
 

championships. 
Traditionally, the fourth 
boat is a Novice Men‟s 4+. 
However, strong 
performances from four 
lightweight Varsity Men, 
four lightweight Novice 
Men, and one Novice 
Men‟s coxswain made it 
clear that a “Light 8” could 
be competitive. Indeed, at 
practice, our 
unprecedented boat was 
fast, and expectations for 
us soon became high.  

 
We raced together for the 
first time at Dad Vail‟s, but 
we did poorly. With a 
desire to show that we 
deserved to be at 
championships, we went 

into the first day of 
ACRA‟s with a hunger for 
redemption.  

 
In our heat, we were up 
against Penn State and 
first-ranked Georgia Tech. 
Only the first two would 
make it to finals, and, 
given our performance at 
Vail‟s, our competitors had 
no apparent reason to 
worry about us. But we 
were a force to be 
reckoned with. For the first 
500 meters, we took the 
lead. We did our best to 
keep the other two boats 
off, but by the 1000 meter 
mark, Georgia Tech had 
pulled up to us. We kept 
our positions until the last 

On May 15-16, 2009 

Written by Kenneth Oshita „12 

Lightweight 8+ rowing up to the start at ACRAôs. 
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few hundred meters of the race. Penn 
State fought to get ahead of us, and 
we fought back, battling with Georgia 
Tech for first. In the end, Georgia 
Tech won by less than two seconds 
over us, and we beat Penn State by a 
slim four tenths of a second. 
 
We made it to finals with a great race, 
but our performance there was not as 
exciting. We had a good row but 
came in last, granting us fifth overall.  
 
Though we would have liked to have 
done better, our performance that 
weekend offered us much to be 
proud of. With a new lineup, half-filled 
with novices, we were still 
competitive in a varsity event, racing 
against boats that had been together 
all year. More impressive than that, 
the most important seats of our 
boat—the coxswain and stroke 
seat—were filled by novices Lauren 
Fish and John Kohler. To say the 
least, we did well. We were decently 
fast this season, but imagine how fast 
we will be in the seasons to come! 
 

Washington University Scrimmage 
On April 5, 2009 

Written by Hayden Hudson „09 

 
The team had been looking 
forward to the WashU Scrimmage 
with reservations. The previous 
Fall, this same scrimmage had 
been marred by terrible weather, 
which made for terrible racing 
conditions. The weather forecast 
for this Spring's WashU 
scrimmage threatened to be even 
worse. The team worried that the 
scrimmage would have to be 
canceled. 
 
However, Midwestern weather 
frequently surprises. The racing 
conditions for the Scrimmage 
were near perfect. It was sunny 
and insignificantly windy. Not 
even the pair races were 
scratched. We were able to enjoy 
some very solid racing and the 
team was left in high spirits. On 
the return journey, though, the 
team was welcomed back to 
Chicago by a snow storm. 
 
The stakes for this Scrimmage 

were high. The team had a weak 
showing at URAs and was 
consistently beaten by WashU. 
We were anxious to prove to 
ourselves and to WashU that we 
were better than that. We have 
always considered WashU to be 
very worthy competition so we 
knew that this challenge was 
going to be meaningful and 
rewarding. Our other competition 
at this Scrimmage was University 
of Illinois and MSOE . 
 
Overall, we are pleased with our 
success at the WashU 
Scrimmage. In particular, we are 
proud of the 1st place finishes of 
the Varsity Men‟s heavyweight 4+ 
and 2+. In addition, we are 
excited by the promising 
achievements of the Novice 
Men‟s lightweight 4+ and the 
Novice Women‟s open 4+, which 
both narrowly lost 1st place. 
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Since there was low interest in the Alumni BBQ and Row during the fall, the team finally took the opportunity to 
synchronize the row to Alumni Weekend.  We were joined by alumni rowers Jeffrey Hreben, Chris Phillips, Danny 

Wasserman, Susan Urbas, Eren Merzeci, JJ Schrader, Gregory Prince, Alec Dike, Matthew Healy, John 
Bretscher, Luke Bretscher, and by current rowers Angela Hwangpo, Paul Kim, Christopher Quintos, Annabelle 
Gonzalez, Luke Matthews, Ngiste Abebe, Sonya Ringer, and Garrett Allen.  Mixed 8+s were organized as we 
rowed North toward the loop, racing short pieces along the way.  Immediately after, all joined for a BBQ at the 
point for some mingling.  With no agenda to address, everyone passed the time by recounting the most recent 

season as well as many before. 
 

Alumni Row and BBQ 
On June 6, 2009 

Written by Christopher Quintos „10 

 

An 8+ rowing North during the Alumni Row. 

Racing a piece toward the Loop. 

Current rowers Molly Ontiveros, Angela 

Hwangpo, Julian Hartman, and Hayden Hudson 

mingling during the BBQ. 

Another 8+ rowing back South. 



 

 

 
 

  

 

Those Who Left Us This Year 
 As with every year, we lost our share of rowers at the end of the season.  However, this year, a large number have 

left us.  They took many hard strokes for the team, they were great leaders and friends, and they put in their full 
dedication every early morning.  Now they are graduated and on their own to take on the real world.  We 

appreciate everything they have done for us, and they will always be a part of UChicago Crew.  Good luck! 

Hayden Hudson 

  

Preferred seat in a boat?--- 3 seat in a 4+ 
Major?--- Economics 

Favorite UChicago Crew memory?--- Rowing in the pair on St. Patrick‟s Day 

 

Preferred seat in a boat?--- Either stroke or 6 seat 
Major?--- Economics and Cinema Media Studies 

 

Luke Matthews 

 

 

Preferred seat in a boat?--- 7 seat 
Major?--- Public Policy 
Favorite UChicago Crew memory?--- Being captain my 4

th
          

year and the dugong! 
 

Ngiste Abebe 

 

 

Preferred seat in a boat?--- Anything Port 
Major?--- Near Eastern Languages and Civilization 
Favorite UChicago Crew memory?--- Getting my uni for the 
first time- I didn‟t take it off for two days! 
 

Marjie Bush 
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If there are any questions about Alumni relations, future races, or 

anything related, please feel free to contact Christopher Quintos at 
cquintos@uchicago.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achievements While on the 

Crew Team: 
 
Captain of the Women‟s team 
2006-2007 
 
 

Parents! 
We invite you to join us for family 
weekend this year on Saturday, 

October 24.  Please look out for more 
announcements as the date 
approaches.  If you have any 

questions or comment, please contact 
me at cquintos@uchicago.edu.  

 

CURRENT CREW 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 
President: John Dyer „10 
Travel Chair: Sonya Ringer „11 

Treasurer: Joanna Laine „11 
Secretary: Ariel Pomputius „12 
Parent/Alumni Chair:  

Christopher Quintos „10 
Men‟s Captain: John Dyer „10 
Women‟s Captain: Kelly Wolenberg „11 

 
 

 

Pauly Kim 

 

Preferred seat in a boat?--- 2 seat 
Major?--- Chemistry and Biology 
Favorite UChicago Crew memory?--- Either the snowstorm row or the Head of the Rock 
2008. 
 

Miles Betley 

 
 
Preferred seat in a boat?---Seven seat. All the fun of being stroke without any of the 
hard work of having to think about ratio or the pain of spine-crushing stern check. 
Major?--- English Language and Literature 
Favorite UChicago Crew memory?--- Rowing at the Head of the Charles this past 
fall- Hearing the screams of the UChicago alumni and fans at Reunion village meant 
a lot to me. 
 

 

Tentative Race Schedule for 

Autumn 2009 

 
¶ 10/4- Northwestern/ North Park Scrimmage 

¶ 10/11- Head of the Rock (Rockford, IL) 

¶ 10/17- 10/18 Head of the Charles (Boston) 

¶ 10/24- Wash U Scrimmage (St. Louis) 

¶ 10/31- Head of the Eagle (Indiana) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there are any questions about Alumni relations, future races, or 

anything related, please feel free to contact Christopher Quintos at 
cquintoscrewap@yahoo.com 

mailto:cquintos@uchicago.edu

