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The Waroon Lagoon

The Alumni 21Q

An unusually warm and
sunny day welcomed the
University of Chicago
Crew alumni on Saturday
the 22nd of September
when they came to revisit
their team. More than
simply chit-chatting with
the current rowers and
coaches, many of the
alumni were introduced to
the team, as it stands, by
rowing with them. Taking
out 2 mixed 8+s, the old
guard rowed along-side
the new. With that, the
current rowers, being
rather worn out by an
earlier practice, and the
old rowers, being a bit
rusty, took to the river and
enjoyed a sunny Chicago
day. Two short-lived races
interrupted the casual row,
in which everybody got
fairly wet. Also of note,
one boat ran into a water-
tank heater that had been
washed into the river by
the flooding over the
summer, causing both

On September 22, 2007
Written by Hayden Hudson

concern and amusement.

A year previous, the crew
team had found itself
unable to host the alumni
row. If only for this reason,
the success of the 2007
alumni row was cause for
celebration in itself.
However, this was not the
only turn of good fortune
that marked this reunion.
The recent purchase of
two new Pocock 8+s,
made possible by the
generous grant of $27,000
from the University
athletics department, was
enough to bring a
handsome turn-out of
some of the team's most
dedicated former
members down to
celebrate.

Once the alumni had
finished their row, they
proceeded onto a BBQ on
Promontory Point, where
they were joined by the
rest of the current team
and other former

members. There, among
hotdogs and hamburgers,
all the people who made
this day possible took it in
turn to say a few words to
express the importance of
the event and/or what a
lovely day it was. Chris
Stanek, a former coach,
who is also the namesake
of the "Jess and Stanek"
4+, stole the show with a
memorable speech about
the formative nature of not
just crew but of this team
in particular. To
paraphrase, we are
strengthened by our
handicaps and should be
appreciative of the
challenges presented to
us. All the alumni left the
BBQ with promises to
return in years to come.
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Head of the €agle

Written By Nora Granville ‘08

On a weekend when most
of the rowing community’s
attention was fixed on the
Head of the Charles,
those of us U of C rowers
not quite privileged
enough to be in Boston
brought our efforts to
Eagle Creek in
Indianapolis, where we
got in our more-than-fair
share of racing at the
Head of the Eagle. It was
a surprising and
remarkable day, a
learning experience for
novice and varsity alike.

The Head of the Eagle is
unusual in that it is
primarily a novice race.
There are many events for
varsity and masters
rowers, but the novice
events claim the vast
majority of the entries. Our
novice women arrived in
full force for their first ever
regatta. They opened the
day with the novice 8+. A
first race has the potential
to be slightly traumatic,
but the girls came back
excited and ready to race
again. Despite having
never practiced in the 4+s
before, the novice women
entered two of the smaller
boats. They not only
successfully navigated the
5k course, but managed
to come in second and
fourth while they were at
it.

The varsity women’s fall
season was plagued by
injuries and bad luck.
Racing at the Eagle may
have been a consolation
prize for us, but we were
very pleasantly surprised
by how useful an

On October 20, 2007

Listening to Coach Carson
speak at a team meeting.

experience it turned out to
be. We were able to get in
a good race in the 4+. The
real highlight of our day,
however, was the
opportunity to team up
with four novice women to
race the 8+. The race
was naturally a bit rocky,
but we were happy to
have some rare quality
time in the eight while
giving the novices the
opportunity to learn from
our technique. Their
appreciation for the
learning experience was
extremely gratifying.

Many lessons were
learned that day, and one
that never ceases to make
an impression is that of
just how generous the
rowing community is. We
arrived in Indianapolis
without any boats. We
had made plans to borrow
some, but they fell through
at last minute. However,
New Trier, Purdue, and
the University of lllinois

came to our assistance
without hesitation. Not
only were we able to
borrow an eight and two
fours, but we were also
offered a couple rowers
and a coxswain to fill out
our varsity men’s boats. It
was a perfect
demonstration of the
strength and generosity of
the rowing community.
Our men were able to
walk away with silver
medals for their race in
the 4+.

In my four years with the
team, this was the first
time that U of C Crew has
attended the Head of the
Eagle. Hopefully it will be
the first of many. | have
rarely been more proud of
our team than | was on
this day. It was an
important day in the
growth of our team, and |
hope that this was a first
race our novices will recall
fondly.
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Boat Waming Ceremony
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Varsity Wom
with Coach Eric
Mersmann

Although the two new
boats have been named,
there is still a chance to
name one of the smaller

boats or the seats! If

you would like more
information, contact the
rowing club through its
president, Elizabeth
Chen, at
ejchen@uchicago.edu.

The Waroon Lagoon

A Movice €xperience

For the novice
team, the season started
off with trial erging
sessions that taught us
the basics of the stroke.
About a week after our
first practice, we made the
trip to our site in Lincoln
Park to learn the boat-
handling skills necessary
to practice on the water. It
was at the site that we
truly became addicted as
we had finally begun the
real business of crew. We
were on the water,
learning to row in unison
and making daily
improvements in
technique. We were
developing as a team from
sharing long practices

Written by Alina Wieckowski ‘11

before dawn and
interacting with the other
squads. The spirit of team
unity had become
particularly evident at the
site, where every member
of the team must work
together to get the boats
on the water. Our novice-
varsity mentoring program
and the small size of our
squads have even
furthered that closeness.
The Novice
Women got their first taste
of racing in October at the
Head of the Eagle Regatta
in Indiana, where we
rowed in the novice 4+,
the novice 8+, and the
mixed 8+. We had only
been practicing on the

water for a few weeks and
racing was an important
learning experience for all
of us. It solidified in our
minds what skills we
needed to develop and
inspired us to work hard in
anticipation of the spring
racing season.

Our first season with the
UChicago Crew Team has
been a great experience.
We’'ve been challenged to
an extent few of us have
experienced and formed
close bonds with people
who are united by a
common obsession. We
are all excited to be part of
such a proud tradition and
look forward to an
inevitably successful
season.

Boat WMaming Ceremony

Written by Elizabeth Chen ‘09

Christening a boat is for
the purpose of ensuring
that the shell, along with
its crew, has good fortune
throughout the life of the
vessel.

The athletic department,
at the end of the 2006-
2007 school year, gave us
a grant of (ask Hayden for
the specific amount),
allowing us to purchase
two new shells, Pocock
8+s. This purchase will
allow us as a team to be
far more competitive, as
having good equipment
allows us to be on more
even ground with other
club teams.

We gathered the team,
our coaches, and those to

whom we dedicated the
boats, for the christening
on October 16th, 2007.
Lincoln Park Boat Club
graciously transported our
shells from the site at
North Ave. up in Lincoln
Park to the heart of
campus, Hutchinson
Courtyard. Champagne,
and of course sparkling
cider, were poured. The
first shell was christened,
and is named the "Burke
Weingartner," after the
two administrators that
gave us the grant that
allowed us to purchase
these shells. Tom
Weingartner is the Athletic
Director at the University
of Chicago, while Tamsen
Burke is the Sport Club
Director. We are grateful

for their financial backing,
and hope that it, as well
as their further support,
will continue in the future.
The second shell was
unveiled; it is named the

"Coach Eric J. Mersmann,
JD 2005," after our
beloved Varsity Women's
Coach. Coach Mersmann
has been with the team for
many years, and while it is
impossible to list all the
ways in which he has
contributed to the
successes of the team, his
enthusiasm for rowing and
ability to inspire each of us
to reach deeper and strive
for improvements in both
rowing and our everyday
lives are a testament to
each of us.




‘The Head of the Charles 2007

On October 21, 2007
Written by John Dyer ‘10

This season the University of
Chicago Crew raised the
bar: for the first time in
recent history, it fielded a
competitive collegiate eight
at the Head of the Charles
Regatta. Coach Amanda
Carson aimed to step up the
game after the last season's
indication of a promising
season to come.

As the crew set out on its
warm-up run, there was an
unspoken pre-race tension
in the air. As the men's top
varsity coxswain Anju called
the eight to overheads
anyone could tell the crew

Captainso

Written by Cpts. Miles Betley ‘09 and Marjie Bush ‘09

was ready to race, ready to
represent Chicago's eight,
and ready to lay everything
down.

After what seemed an
eternity of rowing up to the
start the crew waited. Pair
partners exchanged race-
time rituals, and if there was
any feeling in the boat it was
the absolute trust of self
sacrifice between each of the
rowers.

The boat made its way to the
line, and as it was called to all
eights, power surged through
the boat. Anju navigated the

turns perfectly as the crew
walked on the University
of Albany, but trouble was
coming behind as two
other boats were moving
up. A bridge loomed on
the horizon. Oars clashed,
but they did not stop
there. As the bridge
funneled the three boats,
rowers and riggers were
hit as well. The painful
situation ended, but only
too slowly. The Chicago
Crew remained in control
as they literally rowed
through another boat.

The body of the race was
still left, but the crew
determined to put the
unnerving experience
behind them. They did
just that: they put Albany
over the horizon, over the
next few thousand meters.

Cheers came from the
sidelines as Chicago
parents and Alumni
supported their team
loyally as the crew battled
exhaustion to finish 28™.

We would like to thank Chris
Nielson and her gracious family
for hosting us at the Charles.
We had a lovely time meeting
you and the other Boston

Alumni. R e p

The whole crew team opened the season, excited to be on the water and row together
after a summer spent training in separate locations, and relished the opportunity to row
for more than a week before classes started for the autumn quarter. While Coach Eric
Mersmann and Coach Rosemary Anderson returned for the women’s rowing team,
Varsity Head Coach Amanda Carson was not able to be with the men’s team full-time
during the fall due to a medical issue. However, the men’s team was very lucky to have a
new Varsity Assistant Coach, Meghan McCleskey, join and coach them throughout the
season. Coach McCleskey was assisted in her formidable duties coaching over 12 rowers
throughout the season by new Novice Men’s Coaches, Jack Schinasi and Bjorn Boquist,

Continued Next Page
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Era A Thon

We are continuing the tradition of
raising money for the crew team as
well as Habitat For Humanity by
erging to raise money. If you have
any questions about donating,
please contact Nasya Mendoza-
Elias at nasya@uchicago.edu.

CURRENT CREW
BOARD MEMBERS

President: Elizabeth Chen

‘09

Travel Chair: John Dyer “10

Treasurer: Hayden Hudson

‘09

Secretary: Sonya Ringer ‘11

Fundraising Chair: Nasya

Mendoza-Elias ‘“11

Parent/Alumni Chair:
Christopher Quintos ‘10

Equipment Manager: Jake

Whitaker “11

Men’s Captain: Miles Betley

‘09

Women’s Captain: Marjie

Bush ‘09

We congratulate the newly
elected members, and hope
that they will serve the team

wisely and well in the
upcoming seasons!

If there are any questions
about Alumni relations,
future races, or anything
related, please feel free to
contact Christopher
Quintos at
cquintoscrewap@yahoo.c
om
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as well as some assistance from former
Novice Men’s Coach and '05 College
Alumni Jeff Hreben.

The men’s first regatta of the season
went well, as the UChicago Men’s 8
raced to 2™ place finish in the Open
Men’s 8+ Division at the Tail of the Fox
Regatta, second only to a much more
experienced Lincoln Park Boat Club 8.
They were very lucky to have the steady
influence and coxing skills of both Anju
Muthiah and Emma Finestone, who
both performed admirably in their first
seasons coxing the Varsity Men.

October was an exciting month in which
the Varsity Women were joined by an
amazingly talented team of Novice
Women. At their first and only regatta of
the season, the Head of the Eagle, the
Novice Women brought home not only
crucial racing experience, but also
several nice pieces of hardware. Due to
several injuries, the Varsity Women also
attended the Head of the Eagle and
were very proud to be rowing beside the
Novice Women.

In the premier race of the fall season,
the Head of the Charles, the Varsity
Men rowed the newest addition to the
UChicago Crew’s growing flotilla, the
Eric J. Mersmann, J.D. '05, a Pocock
HyperCarbon shell that was purchased
through the generosity of the UChicago

Club Sports Office. Undoubtedly a good
race in Boston, pushing Albany and
Grand Valley State, the Varsity Men
fought in a competitive race, but only
managed to place in the lower half of the
field. It's not where they wanted to be,
but there is definitely room for
improvement.

The whole team has been able to make
long strides off the water as well. Long,
hard hours have already gone into both
the erg room and boardroom this season.
During this year’s board changeover, it
was very exciting to see a large number
of novices step up to leadership positions
for the upcoming seasons. Also, the team
has succeeded in becoming more
involved with the University community—
this year will mark great team-wide
activities such as the first annual Santa
Study Break and second annual Erg-A-
Thon.

Looking forward to this next quarter, the
whole team is getting ready for a winter’s
worth of erging and lifting, and we all
hope to place very well in the Chicago
Indoor Rowing Championships this
February. As a whole, this fall season
was definitely successful as all our
rowers gained valuable racing
experience, and we look forward to
seeing this year’s team continue to grow
and improve.




